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Ice breaker
Downtown redevelopment benefits community and JMU
BY ROB TUCKER

JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY.
"We are open for business, we are open
for collaboration, and we are open to new
ideas," JMU President Jon Alger cold about
100 special guests gathered at a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the Ice House, JMU's
primary point of interface with the Harrisonburg communiry.
The Ice House, an innovative redevelopment project in downtown Harrisonburg,
includes 30,000 square feet of office space
on four floors, leased by JMU.
Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe toured
the facility with President Alger and thenVice Provost for Outreach and Engage8
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ment Jim Shaeffer. Gov. McAuliffe also
spoke to the guests, saying, "I thank you
for what you're doing and what you're
going co do in chis facility. For the great
work JMU is doing to grow and diversify
the economy, bring in new jobs, and
build the small businesses. This is how
you do it, by bringing people together."
The Ice H ouse is a hub for engagement
with the local community as well as a cornerstone in JMU's vision co become the
national model of the Engaged University.
Consolidating 10 departments into a central location creates more opportunities for

JMU President Jonathan R. Alger, Secretary of the Commonwealth of Virginia
Levar Stoney ('04), Virginia Gov. Terry
McAuliffe and former JMU Vice Provost for
Outreach and Engagement Jim Shaeffer
take part in the Ice House ribbon cutting.

stimulating business, workforce, technology
and community development. The community gains easier access to JMU's resources,
and the university benefits from communiry
expertise and perspective. ffi

... LEARN MORE photos at jmu.edu/
stories/2014/ ice-house

GRAND OPENING PH OTOGRAPH B Y MIKE MIR IEL LO ( ' 0 9 M )

1

